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Jeff Probst and Dee Valladares. Photo: Robert Voets/CBS.
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By John Powell — GlobalTV.com

YouTube

If there is one word you can use to describe Dee Valladares as a Survivor player it is “fearless” The Survivor 45
winner has no regrets about bringing her all gas, no brakes style of gameplay to the fiftieth season. A target from
the moment she stepped on the island Dee wishes she didn’t whisper the wrong thing in the wrong ear though.

Dee Valladares: What's up, John!

John Powell: Hey, D! It's great to be talking to you. Thanks for taking the time with us today. It sucked to see you
go last night but | think you can take some solace in the fact that this season is all firsts for you: first time you've
been voted out, first time you're on the jury. So basically, you've had the whole Survivor experience now.

Dee Valladares: | did, | did! The way | see it, and | talked to my family a lot about this, | completed the Survivor
circle. | come from privilege because | won but I'm at peace knowing that | completed the circle and | get to
experience something that | hadn’t experienced before. That's being part of the jury. Seeing Jeff (Probst) snuff my
torch? That was iconic!

Dee Valladares. Photo: Robert Voets/CBS.



https://www.youtube.com/@johnpowell1829
https://www.youtube.com/@johnpowell1829
https://x.com/POW2112
https://x.com/POW2112

| get to sit in the front-row and watch the game and not care about me or what I'm thinking. I'm just truly seeing the
game unfold. We love Survivor so much but it’s so special to see it unfold in person. It is really freaking cool! | get
to wear ‘jury cute’. | get to shower and put on my outfits and get a little bit of screen time at the end of the episode.

John Powell: As a former winner was there any thought in your mind like, “This might affect my legacy? I've proven
all I need to prove. | won my season.” Was there any of that kind of thought before going into the series?

Dee Valladares: To be fair, | did not worry about my legacy because if | worry about my perception, reputation,
legacy or how others are perceiving me, | would have lost the game already. | wouldn’t have had fun. | knew going
into 50 that it would be tough but even if | would have been the first boot, nothing that would have happened on
season 50 was going to take away from what | did on season 45, so | had peace in that.

| remember being at Ponderosa before we started the game. | was journaling. | said, “Dude, | feel so at peace
now.” | didn’'t know if that was because I'm overlooking the Fiji waters but | don’t have anything to prove. | really
don’t. I didn’t come back to be a better player. If anything, | thought | was truly even more myself this time around
because | won and because | was free.

Charlie Davis and Dee Valladares. Photo: Gail Schulman/CBS.

Jeff (Probst) always tells the players, “Play your first time as if you're playing the second.” | never understood what

that meant until 50 and what it really means is you're going in there and you have to let go. Let go of people’s
perception about you. Let go of caring what someone’s going to say about you in confessionals. Just let go, have
fun, and play hard.




| think | did that on this season so I'm very grateful. At the end of the day, I'm on the jury, so now | get to vote for
someone to win a million dollars. To me, that means so much. | already made peace in the game with the fact that
my story for season 50 is | am going to impact somebody else’s life, and that’s what | took from it.

John Powell: You fought hard, even to the very end. Did you think at any time that your targeting of Coach was
resonating with anyone?

Dee Valladares: No, it wasn’t, dude. (laughs) It was not resonating at all. | thought | whispered it and Coach heard
me! He's like: “I heard you say my name.” I'm like, “My bad.” So funny! (laughs)

No, | had absolutely zero power in there and at the end of the day, you can never say never on Survivor, because
Survivor’s crazy and anything can change. I'm like, “You know what? I'm gonna try to do what | could,” because |
knew | was going home but there was no way | was just gonna sit at Tribal and stay quiet and go home. I'm going
to fight because that’s just what | do.

John Powell: One of the things you did mention at Tribal was the “floaters”. Who were the “floaters™?

Dee Valladares: From my perspective, in that moment, the floaters were absolutely Rizo, Ciri, Ozzy but more
Christian, Rick, and Emily, right? Because from the other side, you know they’'re going to stick together. Stephanie,
Chrissy, Joe and Coach, they’re going to stick together. The people in the middle can go either way, right? So
those are the people that are dangerous because you don’t know which way they’ll go.

John Powell: Which hurt your game most? Revealing Rizo’s idol or that argument with Jonathan?

Dee Valladares: It was a mixture of everything, I'd say. The blow-up? | was already going home at that point, right?

| already knew it was me going home. | think it affected me more so with Rizo because | completely shattered trust

and an alliance that | had and Cirie as well, by association.




Dee Valladares and Ozzy Lusth. Photo: Robert Voets/CBS.

On Survivor, when you find your people and you give your word and then you break it, it's broken forever. If I'm
loyal and you break your word, | don’t know if | can trust you, right? Stephanie, Chrissy, Coach, Jonathan, they
wanted me out so why would they go against them right now and blow up their game for me?

It was a mix of a lot of things...The New Era is so fast-paced. | didn’'t have a lot of time to really build deep
relationships after the merge. Maybe | could have tried harder but | didn’t want to be aligned with certain people. It
is what it is. Maybe it's because | won and | knew that | had an expiration date and | was just okay with it. The
didn’t put this in the episode, but at tribal | was like, “I'm going to go drink, and you guys are not”. (laughs)

John Powell: There is a lot of talk about pre-gaming and how it affected this season, for good and bad. What are
your thoughts?

Dee Valladares: | think both things can be true. Pre-game can absolutely hurt or help and that always depends on

who you pre-game with because everyone talks. Every single person talks. Some people do it more than others.

Some do it in different ways, in group settings and other people just do it one-on-one. There is no right way.

You don’t know what Jeff’s going to throw at you. Look at the Blood Moon twist. | think the less people you pre-
game with, the better. At least for future seasons, nobody freaking talk to me! Don’t call me! | won't call you!
(laughs) You can’t promise someone something and then you're in the game and now you have to screw them
over. Now, you just lost a friend for life. That’'s my take on pre-gaming alliances and talking. | think it hurts your
game for some and then helps for other people but you will never know until you're in the game.

John Powell: He is one of the biggest players and characters this season. What do you think of Rizo?




Dee Valladares: | love Rizo! | am a Rizo fan! I'm R-I-Z-G-O-D! | don’t think that’s the case for some people on our
cast but I'm telling you right now, and you’re hearing this first, Rizo is extremely self-aware. He’s very funny. He
knows how to laugh at himself, which is major. He doesn’t have an ego and we love that. He’s really one of the

girls.
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Benjamin “Coach” Wade and Dee Valladares. Photo: Robert Voets/CBS.

You didn’t see this but after everything blew up and Rizo told me that Emily told him that | spilled the beans, we
had another conversation. | sat him down and | said, “Rizo, | know you know I'm lying. You know | know you know
I'm lying. | just want to apologize.” | was crying because | see him like a little brother. I'm like, | just screwed up this

kid’'s game, who just came to play after 49. It really hurt.

He was just so understanding. You look at him and you feel like you could tell him anything because you feel so
safe in his presence...He is so mature and he’s a lot more mature than a lot of people on this cast.

John Powell: The one person who had your back was Tiffany. She couldn’t put her game on the line for you and
that broke her heart.




Dee Valladares: That’'s my girl, dude! She was even like, “I'm sorry, sis.” When Survivor brings you people like that
you keep them close because there’s people that ride for you and vice versa. That was my girl through and

through and Kamilla too!

John Powell: Some of the women have spoken about their edit this season. What do you think of the controversy?

Dee Valladares: For me, it doesn’t hurt me because | come from a place of privilege where | could have gotten one
confessional and been happy. You cannot take away what | did on 45, not the players, not the editors. Let me tell

you something though. | am | sad to see some of the women under-edited. It hurts more when it’s a friend. Look

how funny Tiff was this episode. Trust me, she was providing!...I think they’ll do a good job in taking feedback and
seeing what they’ll do for 51 or 52.

John Powell: Is there anything you wish people saw about your journey this time around?

Dee Valladares: In OG Kalo, I did a fashion show that was never aired and it was like the most I've ever laughed in
my life! | wore Jonathan’s clothes, he wore mine, Mike wore Kamilla’s, Kamilla wore Mike’s and Coach and Chrissy
were each other!

| felt like everyone was paranoid and we were all just being annoying. Even sitting around camp, and I'm like,
“Dude, let’s have some fun. Like, we're on season 50. This does not feel like a celebration right now.” So we rolled
out the tarp that we won in episode two and it was so funny! It was the most I've ever laughed!

John Powell: Obviously, you cannot tell us who you voted for in the end but what are some of the aspects that you
were looking for in picking a winner this season?




Dee Valladares: | think for me when you get to the end, it turns to the jury. The jury now gets to decide who do we
want to represent this season. For me, that played a big role. Who can represent the season the best? Who played
hard but also had their full-circle moments...You might be able to be a good representative but then you shut down

at Tribal and that’s very possible.

To me, something that really mattered was: Who can represent 50 seasons of Survivor? | think everyone was

worthy of being there but | don’'t know if everyone could represent. If that makes sense.

News From Survivor

®

Forced to Fail: Christian Hubicki On His Brutal  Survivor 50 Fantasy Tribe

Survivor Exit Apr 23, 2026
Apr 23, 2026 Survivor

Survivor

® ®

From |Idol Blunders to Power Plays: Rob “I'm Renting Space in Your Mind”: Coach
Cesternino Analyzes ‘Survivor 50° Embraces Polarizing Legacy, Details Unseen

Apr 22,2026 Moments
Survivor Apr 16, 2026

Survivor



https://www.globaltv.com/survivor-50-fantasy-tribe/
https://www.globaltv.com/forced-to-fail-christian-hubicki-on-his-brutal-survivor-exit/
https://www.globaltv.com/survivor-50-fantasy-tribe/
https://www.globaltv.com/from-idol-blunders-to-power-plays-rob-cesternino-analyzes-survivor-50/
https://www.globaltv.com/im-renting-space-in-your-mind-coach-embraces-polarizing-legacy-details-unseen-moments/

You may also like

Saturday Night Live The Late Show with Stephen Colbert

Hollywood Squares America’s Culinary Cup

New Series

SEE MORE SHOWS

More Channels in | App! Get the Global TV app FREE

Top shows from Global TV, W Network, Home Network, Flavour Network, Showcase, HISTORY® Channel,
Slice, and Global News are on the Global TV App! Stream live, on-demand, or free!

* Available content may vary through participating service providers.

# Download on the GETITON
@& App Store " Google Play
available at Available on
amazon appstore ROKU Piayers



https://www.globaltv.com/shows
https://www.globaltv.com/shows/saturday-night-live/
https://www.globaltv.com/shows/the-late-show-with-stephen-colbert/
https://www.globaltv.com/shows/hollywood-squares/
https://www.globaltv.com/shows/americas-culinary-cup/
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/global-go/id404050595?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/global-go/id404050595?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.shawmedia.smglobal&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.shawmedia.smglobal&hl=en
https://www.amazon.ca/Corus-Media-Sales-Inc-Global/dp/B07L5W3866/
https://www.amazon.ca/Corus-Media-Sales-Inc-Global/dp/B07L5W3866/
https://channelstore.roku.com/en-ca/details/520a115a7f7876285c684dd628a77e07/global-tv
https://channelstore.roku.com/en-ca/details/520a115a7f7876285c684dd628a77e07/global-tv

SAMSUNG |G SMART TV

f X © o

About Us Contact Us Privacy Terms Of Use Advertising_Standard Terms & Conditions Advertise

Where To Watch Global TV APP Accessibility_ Feedback

© 2026 Corus Entertainment Inc. All rights reserved. Corus Television.

COrus.

Other Corus Websites



https://www.globaltv.com/about-us/
https://www.globaltv.com/faq/#contact
https://www.corusent.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.corusent.com/terms-of-use/
https://www.corusent.com/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.corusent.com/advertising/
https://www.globaltv.com/faq/
https://www.globaltv.com/channel-finder/
https://watch.globaltv.com/globaltvapp
https://www.corusent.com/accessibility/
https://www.corusent.com/
https://www.globaltv.com/articles/global-tv-app-now-available-on-samsung-smart-tvs/
https://www.globaltv.com/articles/global-tv-app-now-available-on-samsung-smart-tvs/
https://ca.lgappstv.com/main/tvapp/detail?appId=1144424&catCode1=003&moreYn=N&cateYn=Y&orderType=2&headerName=Entertainment&appRankCode=&sellrUsrNo=&curPage=1
https://ca.lgappstv.com/main/tvapp/detail?appId=1144424&catCode1=003&moreYn=N&cateYn=Y&orderType=2&headerName=Entertainment&appRankCode=&sellrUsrNo=&curPage=1
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalTV/
https://x.com/globaltv/
https://www.instagram.com/globaltv/
https://www.youtube.com/user/GlobalTVCanada/
https://globalnews.ca/
http://www.history.ca/
http://www.flavournetwork.ca/
https://www.homenetwork.ca/
https://www.stacktv.ca/?utm_source=Corus&utm_medium=Website&utm_campaign=Global&utm_content=Footer
https://www.wnetwork.com/

